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TOWN OF MERRILLVILLE 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

August 26, 2014 

      

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:30 P.M. 

 

INVOCATION: Pastor Randy Scott - Pentecostals of South Lake 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL: Mr. Widing was absent, all other members were present.   

 

PETITIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, REMONSTRATIONS: 

Proclamations: 

1) A motion to proclaim September, 2014 Childhood Cancer Awareness month in the Town of Merrillville 

was made by Councilman Hardaway and seconded by Councilman Pettit. The motion was approved by 

unanimous voice vote. During the presentation of the proclamation, recipient Ms. Donna Criner, Director 

of NICK (Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids Foundation), expressed gratitude, described the mission of the 

organization and encouraged participation in the Childhood Cancer Awareness Walk to be held Sunday, 

September 7
th

 at Lemon Lake Park. 

 

2) A motion to proclaim September, 2014 Patriot and National Month of Remembrance in the Town of 

Merrillville was made by Councilman Hardaway and seconded by Councilman Spann. The motion was 

approved by unanimous voice vote. Town residents and businesses are encouraged to display the American 

flag during the month of September. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
Accounts Payable Register Voucher Approval August 26, 2014. Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes of 

August 12, 2014.  Mr. Pettit made a motion to approve and was seconded by Mrs. Barron. The motion was approved 

by a 6/0 voice vote. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE: Mr. Goralczyk – no report 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: Mr. Pettit stated there are two part time openings in Public Works. Mr. Pettit reported he has 

received calls from outside the Town of Merrillville applauding us for the work done on Clay Street. Mr. Pettit 

thanked the Council for supporting him regarding the Town’s investment made in that corridor. A discussion of 

other streets needing attention followed. 

  

COUNCIL AFFAIRS: Mr. Spann – no report 

 

PERSONNEL POLICY & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS:  Mr. Goralczyk – no report 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY: Mr. Widing was not present. Mr. Spann expressed his thanks to the Police Chief regarding the 

presence of patrol cars on the streets. Mrs. Miano noticed EMA’s presence patrolling Hidden Lake Park when she 

attended a picnic there and thanked the EMA and John Minchuk for their work at the park. 

 

PARKS & RECREATION: Mr. Spann – no report 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS:  Mr. Goralczyk asked Matt Lake for a report. Mr. Lake informed the Council of 

the proactive actions taken during the recent heavy rain events and of Stormwater’s work with the Lake County 

Surveyor’s office on the maintenance of the Turkey Creek Lateral 6. A meeting was held August 14
th

 regarding the 

Stormwater Master Plan. Mr. Hardaway stated he sees flooding at 55
th

 and Broadway. He asked Mr. Lake to contact 

the State of Indiana regarding the situation since it’s a state road. Mr. Spann complimented Mr. Lake and his team 

on the work done on Grant Street to prevent flooding on that roadway.   

 

ELECTIONS & PUBLIC RELATIONS: Mrs. Miano – no report  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Mr. Goralczyk informed the Council of two companies coming to town that are 

looking for tax abatement. They are Southlake Automation off of 89
th

 Avenue and a proposed new building in the 

Ameriplex Crossings business park, CCL Labels & Co. CCL Labels is anticipating 25 job transfers and 50 new jobs 

in the first year, and Southlake Automation anticipates 10 jobs. We are looking forward to them coming to town. 

 

UTILITY LIAISON: Mrs. Barron – no report   

 

TOWN GOVERNMENT RE-ORGANIZATION: Mrs. Miano – no report 

 

ADA COMPLIANCES: Mrs. Miano - no report  

 

ABANDONED PROPERTIES: Mr. Hardaway reported he is working on a list of foreclosed homes. There is a 

gentleman, from a not for profit, looking to give us a proposal to determine what is salvageable and what’s not. 

Before proceeding, we want to review his or any other interested party’s qualifications. We want to bring value to 

the citizens of the Town of Merrillville, not just create an opportunity for someone to make a quick buck.   
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GENERAL ORDERS: 

 

FIRST READING ORDINANCES: None 

 

 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

  

Ord. 14-25: An Ordinance of the Town of Merrillville, Lake County, Indiana, transferring monies of the 2014 

budget within the Parks & Recreation budget. Mr. Pettit made a motion to approve and Mr. Spann seconded the 

motion. There was no public comment. The motion was approved by a 6/0 roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

Res. 14-32: A resolution of the Town of Merrillville, Lake County, Indiana, approving a lease for certain public 

improvements between the Town of Merrillville Redevelopment Authority and the Town of Merrillville 

Redevelopment Commission, and regarding certain related matters. Mr. Pettit made a motion to approve and Mr. 

Hardaway seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 6/0 roll call vote. 

 

 

BZA ACTIONS: 

  

Petitioner: Lewis and Lewis 

Owner:          Ed Malone 

Request:       Special exception approval 

Purpose:      Restaurant 

Location:      1506 East 83
rd

 Avenue  

Zoning:         C-3 Highway Commercial 

Case #:          Z18E10-0714 

 

Mrs. Miano stated the Town Council received a letter from the petitioners withdrawing their request. Town attorney 

Bushemi advised the Council it would be appropriate for there to be a motion, second and an approval of the motion 

to accept the withdrawal of the petition and terminate all proceeding under Case # Z18E10-0714. 

 

Mr. Pettit made a motion to accept the withdrawal with one condition, that Mr. Bushemi and Ms. Gregor inform the 

Malones that they will still sign a zoning commitment letter eliminating from the C3 Highway Commercial Zoning 

District, the permitted use of tavern and live entertainment. Mr. Hardaway seconded the motion.  Mr. Hardaway 

initiated a discussion regarding the reputation, safety and the economic future of the Town. The motion was 

approved by a 6/0 roll call vote. Mr. Bushemi stated the public should be assured that there’s no further use of this 

property without careful Town Council approval, the Town Council members were vigilant, and they acted promptly 

on behalf of the citizens of Merrillville when faced with this threat to public safety, so neither the Rain nightclub, 

nor any other business now has the legal right to operate at this property location unless reviewed and approved by 

the Board of Zoning Appeals, the Zoning Director and her staff, and the Town Council. The property owners, Mr. 

and Mrs. Malone are to be commended for wisely deciding to withdraw the petition and take the use of this property 

in a different direction. For the record, the property at 1500 is also included in this motion. All addresses at the 

Parcel # 45-12-22-427-009.000-030 are included. The council accepted the motion, amended with the address 

clarification, and approved by roll call vote, 6/0.     

 

 

Petitioner: Bravo Properties 

Owner:          Chicago Trust Company NA as Trustee 

Request:       Special exception approval 

Purpose:      For a supportive assisted living facility 

              for seniors 

Location:      343 East 90
th
 Drive  

Zoning:         C-3 Highway Commercial 

Case #:          Z18E11-0714 

 

 

Petitioner was present. The motion to approve request was made by Mr. Pettit and seconded by Mr. Hardaway. The 

Town Council approved the motion by roll call vote, 6/0. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Goralczyk stated the Town will have an auction at 3:00 p.m. tomorrow for the two vacant 

park parcels, one at Hendricks Park on East 80
th

 and the second at Union Park, at 73
rd

 and Broadway. The auction 

will be held at the Town Municipal Center.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  All public comment is recorded on cassette tape and kept on file in the Clerk-

Treasurer’s Office at Town Hall. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

  Board of Zoning Appeals meeting, Aug. 27, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Stormwater Management Board meeting, Sept. 2, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. 

 Plan Commission workshop, Sept. 2, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

Park & Recreation public meeting, Sept. 3, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

              at the Park Department, 5750 Tyler Street. 

 Police Commission meeting, Sept. 5, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. 

 Town Council meeting, September 9, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.     
 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

        

Carol Miano- President              Eugene Guernsey, Clerk-Treasurer  


