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Welcome
Crossroads Regional Chamber



PLANNING & BUILDING

Bill Laird - Planning Director
Sheila Shine - Building Director 



Construction Activity/Costs

• In 2017 the Merrillville Planning & Building Department issued 1,263 permits 
totaling $72,434,736 estimated cost of construction.

• Commercial activity consisted of new buildings, interior/exterior remodels of 
businesses and parking lot improvements.

• Our business licensing within the town continues to grow.

• There were several properties that were redeveloped/improved along the 
Broadway corridor.



Growth in active residential subdivisions continues with 
construction occurring in:

• Hunter’s Glen North – Phase 1
• Hunter’s Glen North – Phase 2 (recently approved)
• Waterford
• Prairie Creek
• FoxMoor
• Heritage North
• Creekwood Crossing

New Family Residential Development
Cost of Improvement = $10.4 million



Hunter’s Glen North Subdivision - Phase 1 



Waterford Subdivision



Prairie Creek Subdivision



FoxMoor Subdivision



Heritage North Subdivision 



Creekwood Crossing Subdivision 



Pipefitters Union (10090 Georgia St) 
Cost of Improvement = 14.4 Million



370 E. 84th Drive
Cost of Improvement = $ 1 Million



White Family Investments LLC
Cost of Improvement = $1,279,300 (Demolition)



349 W 80th Place
Cost of Improvement = $249,000



Stelios Cafe
Cost of Improvement = $350,000



Paul’s Salvage Yard
Cost of Improvement = $186,392



The Liquor Bucket
Cost of Improvement = $671,000



McDonalds (6100 Mississippi) 
Cost of Improvement = $880,000



Chinmaya Sunday School 8705 Merrillville Road
Cost of Improvement = TBD



Citco Gas Station 7269 Broadway
Cost of Improvement = TBD



7610 Broadway 
Cost of Improvement = $TBD



7750 Broadway

Recently Finished 
Developments



Lincoln Junction 
Cost of Improvement = 4 Million 



At Home 
Cost of Improvement = 1.6 Million



725 W. 81st Avenue 
Cost of Improvement = $800,000



Becknell Investors (6400 Mississippi)
Cost of Improvement = $3.9 million



Carpenters Union 
Cost of Improvement = $6.5 million



Carpenters Training Center 
Cost of Improvement = $4.4 million



Holiday Inn Express 
Cost of Improvement = $3.5 million



Home 2 Hilton 
Cost of Improvement = $5 million



Point Blank Gun Range 
Cost of Improvement = $1.9 million



7750 Broadway
Facade Grants



CODE ENFORCEMENT

Vickie Bunnell – Code Enforcement Director



• Code Enforcement Department now has 

three staff members

• The town formed an Abandoned & Blight 

Properties Committee 

• Areas were surveyed to assess needs 

and, as a result, 165 homes and vacant 

lots are being reviewed

• Coordinating with building professionals 

and financing institutions

Fight the Blight Program



Before



After



STORMWATER UTILITY

Matthew Lake, M.S., CPMSM - Executive Director



• Merrillville has over 6,000 inlets and over 
800,000 feet of storm drains that are 
continuously maintained.

• We continue to invest in new 
infrastructure throughout the town to 
manage stormwater quantity & quality. 





• Forest Hills Subdivision

• Engineering Completed 

2017

• Currently under 

construction

• Cost: $257,755.00

Sunset Road Drainage 

Improvement Project – Phase 2





• Independence Hill 

Subdivision

• Engineering Completed 

2017

• Construction this spring

• CDBG Funds: $100,000 

• Cost: $379,230.21

Independence Street Drainage 

Improvement Project – Phase 1



• Southmoor Park 
Subdivision

• Engineering 
Completed 2017

• Constructed 2017

• Cost: $193,671

Southmoor Park Drainage 

Improvement Project – Phase 1



Before



• Bon Aire Lake 
Subdivision

• Engineering/Design 
2017 $51,000

• Cost: $TBD

Bon Aire Lake Culvert/Detention 

Improvement Project



• Meadowland Subdivision

• Engineering Completed 2017

• Constructed 2017

• Cost: $80,947

54th Place & Adams Street 

Drainage Improvement Project



Before



• Meadowdale Detention 

Basin

• Preliminary Engineering 

Completed 2017 $34,200

• Projected Cost: $4.1 million 

Meadowdale Flood 

Control Project



58th & Jackson Street 

Drainage Improvement Project

• Constructed 2017
– IDEM 319 Grant covered $17,532

– Little Calument River Basin Commission Grant - $8,000

• Cost:  $35,065 



73rd Avenue Drainage 

Improvement Project

• Preliminary Engineering Completed 2017

• Constructed 2018

• Cost: $39,500



• Hickory Ridge Detention Basin

• Preliminary Engineering 

$26,606.85

• Projected Cost: $2.2 million 



• Stormwater 20-Year Master Plan

• Conducted drainage studies for each 

sub-watershed area 

• Identified and prioritized large scale 

capital improvement projects 

estimated over 25 million dollars

Stormwater Master Plan

• Meadowdale Lateral Subwatershed - $3,887,694.60
• Kaiser Ditch Subwatershed - $8,357,638.80
• Chapel Manor Subwatershed - $8,674,335.00
• North Central Turkey Creek Subwatershed - $1,662,824.10
• Northeast Turkey Creek Subwatershed - $2,328,060.00
• TOTAL - $24,910,552.50



New Recycled Pipe Standards

• The Merrillville Stormwater
Utility implemented a new 
standard for town-owned 
stormwater infrastructure 
projects by incorporating pipe 
that contains at least 40% 
recycled high-density 
polyethylene (HDPE) 

• Designed to meet 100+ year 
service 





South Shore Poster for Public Outreach

• The Merrillville 

Stormwater

Utility led the 

effort to 

commission a 

regional South 

Shore poster.



• Merrillville is the only community 

in Northwest Indiana with Low 

Impact Development Standards
– Requires more sustainable 

development to improve water quality 

and reduce quantity impacts

Low Impact Development



Point Blank Gun Range – Rain Gardens



CVS – Broadway & 30 – Rain Gardens



Starbucks – Rain Garden



• Merrillville is an IDEM 

Clean Community  

• Recognized for proactively 

managing environmental 

impacts associated with 

governmental operations

IDEM Clean Community



• Merrillville Stormwater Utility 

ranked the best in the state 

for the FEMA CRS program!

• One of only two communities 

ranked in Northwest Indiana

• Lowered flood insurance 

premiums for all flood 

insurance policies within the 

Town of Merrillville
– 15% reduction for residents in 

special flood hazard areas

– 5% reduction for all other 

properties

FEMA Community Rating System



Tree City USA

• Merrillville has been a designated Tree City USA for the past 7 years

• Arbor Day event provides opportunities for education and outreach 

activities that emphasize trees for aesthetics and stormwater



PUBLIC WORKS

Bruce Spires - Director
Kevin Markle - Street Superintendent



Broadway Resurfacing



Bridge Widening 
101st Avenue



Intersection Reconstruction/Roundabout 
73rd Avenue & SR 55 (Taft Street)



86th Avenue - Phase 1
(West of Merrillville Road)

• Final cost of Phase 1 = $516,024

• The town’s portion funded through 
the Merrillville Road TIF district 



98th Avenue 
(Ameriplex)

• Total cost including construction 
inspection is $10.3 million

• The town’s portion funded through 
the Merrillville Road & Broadway TIF 
district 

• Final cost = $900,000

• Creates new development corridor in 
Ameriplex



Mississippi Street Widening
(93rd Avenue to 101st Avenue)

• Phase 5 (93rd Ave. to 101St Ave.) =  4.7 Million

• Total cost (U.S. 30 to 93rd Ave.) = $10.3 million

• The town has secured Group 1 federal funding 
through NIRPC to pay for 80% of the project

• The town’s portion funded through the 
Mississippi Street TIF district 



POLICE DEPARTMENT

Joe Petruch - Chief



Providing Protection

• General operating fund for $4,867,255

• Currently have 55 full-time police officers

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://wane.com/2014/09/11/services-set-for-slain-indiana-police-officer/&bvm=bv.115339255,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFdJRJZ7zCc71SA1HkYkMXKr82kwQ&ust=1456857782091376


Crime Statistics

• Robbery is down 27%

• Burglary for residence is down 54%  

• Theft from Shoplifting is down 14%

• Juvenile Criminal Mischief is down 80%

• Responded to 31,720 service calls in past year 



FIRE DEPARTMENT

Ed Yerga - Chief



Investing in Safety

• Fire Department has 14 full-time firefighters

• Improved Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating, 
which lowers insurance for all property owners

• Having more firefighters trained as medics to 
provide advanced life support (3 EMT-B, 3EMT 
Paramedics)

• Maintains over $6 million dollars worth of 
apparatus



Emergency Vehicle Preemption(EVP) System

• In the process of having an Opticom® 
GPS System on 47 stoplights within 7 
Municipalities cost over 3.1 Million

• Helps produce faster, safer emergency 
response: 
– Improves response times by an 

average of 20%.
– Reduces crashes at intersections

• Cost in Merrillville = $907,00
– 90% Federal = $817,088
– Balance = $90,768



Ambulance Service

• New  3-year contract with Superior Ambulance Service

• Must respond to all calls within six (6) minutes



PARKS DEPARTMENT

Jan Orlich - Director



Park & Playground Renovations
Renovations and improvements 
have been ongoing for the past 
four years on all Merrillville parks 
and playgrounds. ADA accessibility 
has been at the forefront of all 
renovations.

Accessible walkways, ADA play 
components and safety surfacing 
have been included on all new 
playground renovations



Programming
• Park users can now register for park programs 

from the convenience of their home or office                                                   
on the new RecTrac software program.

• Programming options are constantly changing
to meet the needs of Merrillville residents.

• Senior programming has increased and offers
more day trips, overnight trips, nutrition and
educational classes.

• Adult exercise classes have also experienced  
and increase in popularity.



Trail System
• The Erie Lakawanna Trail is the longest 

contiguous trail in Northwest Indiana.

• The Merrillville section of the trail will 
have the first ever Solar Bench that will 
not only be a resting stop on the trail, 
but you also will have the capability to 
charge your cell phone or tablet while 
resting at our new Solar Bench that 
will be installed in the Spring of 2018.

• The Merrillville Park Dept. contracted artist, Jill 
Von Volkenburgh, to paint a mural on the tunnel 
wall that separates Schererville from Merrillville.

• This mural has reduced graffiti by some 90%.

• The Erie Lakawanna Trail will also have a updated look throughout Northwest 
Indiana as new Trail Signage will be installed including welcome signs, regulatory 
signs and mile markers.



TOWN MANAGEMENT

Bruce Spires - Town Manager





Marketing for New Growth

• Updated Website

• Business Locator Map

• Electronic Billboard

• Town Newsletters

• Ordinances



More economic development anticipated for this 
year!  “THE TOWN THAT WORKS FOR YOU”


